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“Respect for Life”      Text – Genesis 9:1-7 (8:13-9:17)       NT Reading – Matthew 5:21-26, 38-48

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
It almost seems that every week we hear about another school shooting in the USA.  Children go to school but tragically some of them do not make it back home because of a school shooter.   I am pretty sure though that everyone would agree that school shooters are breaking the Sixth Commandment. 
· But what about abortion or Euthanasia?  Most people today would not view either of these as murder.
· And what about war and capital punishment, which is when the state executes criminals?  Because the Commandment says “You shall not kill,” many professing Christians today would say that war and capital punishment are wrong.
· And of course, today also, questions are increasingly being asked about the subject of animal rights.  More and more people are choosing a vegetarian diet because they believe it is wrong to kill animals.  Hollywood actresses can sleep around and indulge in drugs, but the one thing they cannot do is wear a genuine fur coat.  
So we want to think about these sorts of topics and others in the light of this passage from Genesis 9.  We want to see that this passage has something to say about the 6th Commandment.  We want to see what this passage says about the 6th Commandment.

But most importantly, we want to see how this passage helps us to look through the 6th Commandment to the gospel of life in Jesus Christ.  
Well, we have to begin by reminding ourselves about the context of 9:1-7.  
· In Genesis 5 we have a long genealogy list.  It makes for a fascinating study.  We learn that Noah was born around 120 years after Adam died.  We learn that Noah was 500 years old when his three sons were born.  So if we work back from that date and through the genealogy, it means that around 1500 years had passed since creation.  
· Well, in Genesis 6 we learn that the world had become a place of increasing and extreme violence and lust and selfishness.  So God decided to “wipe mankind … from the face of the earth,” except for Noah and his family and a pair of each kind of bird and animal.  And He would do this by a world-wide flood.  And the flood happened 100 years later, so around 1600 years after creation.  
· And after the flood waters had subsided, Noah and his family and the animals and birds emerged from the ark that had been their home for one year and 10 days.  And having survived this terrible judgment, having known what brought it about, and knowing that their own escape was an undeserved grace because they too were sinners, the first thing that Noah did was to present a sacrifice to the Lord.  
· And God received the sacrifice and promised never again to destroy the world as He had with the flood.   There will be a Judgment Day at the end of time, but until that day, there will be no catastrophic judgment as there was with the flood.  For the sake of His chosen people, God will be a God of grace and a God of life.  
So this brings us to vv1-7 where the God of life speaks about life.  And in His words, we hear Him speak about the propagation of life, the protection of life, provision for life, and the value of life.
I. Firstly then, in vv 1 and 7, God speaks about the propagation of life.  
A. And boys and girls, to propagate means to multiply or to expand or to increase.  Seedlings.  Pets.
B. So, to the 8 people who came out of the Ark, God said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.”  And He repeats this in v7, “As for you, be fruitful and increase in number; multiply on the earth and increase upon it.”  So wrapped around everything else that God says about life and death, there is the repeated command that these four married couples are to have children.  He wants them to understand that having children is important; it has many practical benefits, in terms of producing more people who can work and be creative and build community, etc, but it also the primary way that God will build up His church.  In just a couple of chapters, God will tell Abraham that He will make Abraham’s descendants like the sand on the sea shore.  He says to him, “I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.”  To be sure, God builds up His church through the conversion of non-believers, which is why we are to share the gospel with our neighbours and workmates, but as a faithful covenant God, He delights to build up His church through the children born to believers.
1. And what this means for you and me today is that we too, if we are physically able, are to be fruitful and multiply; we are to have children.  We are to appreciate and value and pursue the gift of new life.

2. Now, there is so much more we could say here.  In the same way that we don’t eat all the time even though food is a good gift from God, the command to be fruitful and multiply does not mean that family planning is wrong and that we just have to have as many children as the good Lord sends us.  
3. But these words do give us occasion to ask ourselves why it is that birthrates in the church are getting lower and lower, just as they are in the world.  Could it be because we are listening more to the thinking of the world on this matter about things like over-population/cost than we are to the command and promise of God?
4. I don’t know if you have seen such reports but there are many that predict significant population change in European countries.  In the last decade, there has been a massive migration of Muslim populations into Europe.  By and large, that has stopped now.  But there are some predictions that see the Muslim population in European countries triple or quadruple in just a decade or two.  Why?  Not by conversion but by birth.  It is a well attested fact that as many people leave Islam as convert into it; its rapid growth is biological.    

5. Now, God does not promise that every child born to believing parents will automatically come to faith in Christ.  But we know from the Ten Commandments that God delights to show “love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.”  And the history of the Christian church has shown the faithfulness of God in this matter.  So as we look to Christ, let us seek to be “fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.” 
II. Well, as we continue into v2, God speaks next about the Protection of human life.  He says to Noah, “The fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air, upon every creature that moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of the sea; they are given into your hands.”
A. In the Garden of Eden, Adam, was told to rule over the animals.  And because this command was given before the Fall, it was a rule of love.  Later in Genesis 2, we read about God bringing the animals to Adam so Adam could name them.  So there was this kind of gentle co-existence between human and animal.  
B. We are not told explicitly how mankind related to the animal world after Fall, but like every other aspect of creation, this relationship would also have been affected by sin.  In fact, since man had risen up and rebelled against God, it is no surprise that animals rose up against humanity.   

C. But now, after the Flood, God further comforts Noah and his family by telling them that He has now built into every animal an instinctive fear of man.  John Calvin says, “If God did not … restrain their fierceness, the human race would be utterly destroyed.”  

1. And so, from the large land animals, like dinosaurs and elephants, right down to the smallest bugs and spiders, their instinctive reaction to man was now one of fear.  
2. Are you glad about this, boys and girls?  I am!  Very occasionally we hear about a tiger or crocodile or shark attacking humans, but that is usually in their territory and because the human is mistaken for another animal or the attacking animal is sick or very hungry.  Usually, animals run away from humans.  Spiders!  

3. This is also why we can have pet dogs, even though they could do us a lot of damage.  

4. And for this gracious protection of human life, as His children, we have good reason to thank God.

III.    But as we continue in v3, a closely related blessing is God’s Provision for life.  Back in Genesis 1, before the Fall, God said to Adam, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it.  They will be yours for food.  And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground-- everything that has the breath of life in it-- I give every green plant for food.”  And so, in the Garden of Eden, Adam and the animals were all vegetarians.  Now, after the Fall, as we have seen, animals attacked and killed and ate humans and we can be sure that they attacked and killed and ate each other.  But humans, because of God’s command, ought to have remained vegetarian.  But now, God allows humans to eat plants and vegetables and animals and birds and fish and insects – “every living thing.”
A. So, combined with what we said above about God putting the fear of man into the animal world, what we read here is why we humans can hunt and farm animals for our benefit: Wool, leather, dairy products, meat, medicines, transportation in days gone by, all of these things are part of God’s provision for human life.  
B. Now, you will know that God gave the people of Israel very specific laws about what was clean and unclean in terms of which animals they could eat.  Some of this was for health reasons at the time but much of it was to create an obvious and visible separation between the Jews and Gentiles during the OT period.  Even what they could eat and could not eat made them different than the other people in the world.

C. But here God gives Noah everything – there are no limits.  And this is the situation that God restored in NT times when He gave Peter that vision of the animals.  Do you remember that boys and girls?  All sorts of animals, including those that were unclean and not to be eaten by the OT Jews, were let down from heaven in a net.  And Peter was commanded to eat them.  He refused because they were unclean but God told Him that He had now made them clean, meaning, those OT restrictions were over.  And so, that is why we can now enjoy bacon!  And, if it were available, we could enjoy roast flamingo, or pickled pelican, or a Caesar salad with cockroaches, or BBQd wallaby!  Whales and dolphins were also off the Jewish menu but biblically are able to be eaten by us today.

D. Now, it needs to be said that the God hates ‘animal abuse.’  
1. Exodus 23:5 forbids anyone from standing there watching when even an enemy’s donkey stumbles under its load.  
2. Proverbs 12:10 says, “A righteous man cares for the needs of his animal.”  
3. And in Habbakuk 2, God promised to punish the Babylonians for their violent destruction of the cedars of Lebanon and the animals and the land.  

4. We are even commanded to let our work-animals rest on the Sabbath. 
5. So God hates animal abuse.  But so that we are clear, none of this provides a biblical basis for vegetarianism.  Although people are free to be vegetarians, the Bible does not require vegetarianism; we are free to eat meat.
6. But not only may we use animals for meat; the principle of animals being available to sustain human life is why we may use animals for medical experimentation.
E. What we are told in this verse is that God has given animals to serve the needs of humanity, within the confines of passages like those I mentioned a moment ago. 
IV. So, we have heard God speak about the propagation of life, the protection of life, and provision for life.  But now, lastly, in vv4-6, God speaks about the value of life.  

A. And this begins, in v4, with a restriction upon the eating of meat.  God says to Noah, “You must not eat meat that has its lifeblood in it.”  And there are two reasons why this restriction was given:  
1. First, God’s desire is for what we might call a ‘gentleness in eating.’  And so, to restrain man from becoming animal-like in his eating, God warns him against devouring living flesh as the wild-animals might do.  For if this were the case, it would be just one small step on for men to do the same with each other.  It is highly likely that cannibalism, humans eating humans, had been going on prior to the flood.  And so, as a practical restraint against this barbarism, God warns Noah not to eat meat with blood in it; the blood must be drained from the meat before it can be eaten.  
2. But the second reason for this command had to do with the connection between blood and sacrifice.  
a. In Leviticus 17:21, God said to Israel, “Any Israelite or any alien living among them who eats any blood-- I will set my face against that person who eats blood and will cut him off from his people.  For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life.”  
b. And here we are reminded about what we saw at the Baptism font last week and the Lord’s Supper table this morning: What is it that washes away the stain of our sin?  The blood of Jesus.  The forgiveness of our sins is by the blood of Jesus.  This commandment is telling us something about the gospel.  In the command not to eat meat that has its lifeblood in it, we are being pointed to Jesus who by His blood will take away the sins of the world.

3. Now, there is plenty more that could be said about this verse if time allowed:

a. Some, for instance, like the JWs, point to this verse and others as the basis for believing that blood transfusions are wrong.  But this command is about eating blood, not donating blood.  In fact, donating blood for blood transfusions is a positive keeping of the Sixth Commandment because it is a way of loving your neighbour and preserving life.  
b. And neither does this verse prevent us from ordering our steak rare, for example.  As NT Christians who are no longer bound by the ceremonial law, whether or not we eat rare steak is a matter of conscience and taste, always remembering that there may be times when we limit our freedom so as not to offend others or cause them to stumble. 

B. But God’s words about the value of life conclude with what we read in vv5-6, where God promises to hold both man and animal accountable for taking the life of man.  Man may kill animals but animals may not kill humans and neither may man kill man.  We read, “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man.”
1. The title of this sermon is ‘Respect for Life.’  But while there is to be a general respect for all life, there is to be a special respect for human life because man alone has been created in the image of God. 
a. And so, in Exodus 21:28-29, we are told that if an ox gored a man to death, it was to be stoned and not eaten.  
b. And in 2 Kings 21, we read the story of Ahab who arranged for the murder of Naboth by stoning.  And God said to Ahab, “In the place where dogs licked up Naboth's blood, dogs will lick up your blood-- yes, yours!”  God would take a life for life.  
2. Now, it is here that we must consider a word not mentioned in Genesis 9 but that is nevertheless vital to our understanding of the Sixth Commandment.  And that word is ‘unlawful.’  The Sixth Commandment is “You shall not kill.”  And as I said at the beginning of the sermon, that is why many people, including Christians, argue that war is always wrong and that the state may not execute murderers, for example.  But what is in view in the commandment and here in these verses is unlawful killing.  

a. In Romans 13:4, God explains that He has given the civil government the power of the sword.  And the sword has a double use: It is to be used for the prevention of murder by enforcing the ultimate punishment of murder, capital punishment, and it is to be used to preserve the life of a country’ citizens by defending the citizens from violent nations who make war.  And so, while some argue against capital punishment and war from a ‘respect for life’ basis, God here calls on governments to value life and protect life by putting the murderer to death and engaging in military defense.  

C. Now congregation, we have covered a lot of ground today.  I trust we have all seen how precious life and especially human life is in the eyes of God.  And that should make us grieve about the violence and death that we see on our news bulletins.  It should also cause those of us who love shoot to kill video games to ask if that really is consistent with the God of life and His command that we love life and preserve life and value life?
But as we also saw in our earlier reading in Matthew, every one of us is guilty of breaking this commandment even if we have not committed outright murder.  For as Jesus said, “Anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment … [And] anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.”  And surely we are all in that boat!  Yes?  
That is why we must go look through the 6th Commandment to the cross of Calvary.  For it is there that the only person who never killed, who never hated, who never flew into a rage, who never called someone an idiot, and instead who always loved and always preserved life was murdered!  And He was murdered because of your sins and mine.  For people like us who spill human blood, the blood of Jesus Christ was spilled.  But His blood was spilled so that those who confess sins against the 6th Commandment may have eternal life!  

Brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, praise God that Jesus has kept the 6th Commandment for us and that He is “the way, the truth, and the life.”  Amen.
